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Busting weeds has become a weekend habit for some Tauranga
residents after the Urban Greenspace Project was launched last year.

Tauranga’s
weekend weeders

he project aims to get communities

involved in caring for their local reserves
and gullies. Support from the Ministry for the
Environment's Sustainable Management Fund,
Environment Bay of Plenty and Tauranga City
Council has meant that six projects are now
underway.

In this issue:

Tauranga’s weekend

W I
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Beach bums, sand hogs
and cliff hangers

Motutapu Restoration Society runs monthly trips
Waikato Weedbusters Moth plant (Araujia sericifera) is one of the most to the island for volunteers wanting to help with
serious threats to the offshore islands. Moth plant ~ weedbusting or planting.

vines can rapidly grow up and
over native plants, smothering
Sniffing out weeds them.

write...

Each vine produces masses

of fist-sized, choko-like green
pods that split open when ripe to
release large amounts of wind-
borne seed.

Working in conjunction with the
Motutapu Restoration Society,
Epsom Rotarians have been

Epsom Rotary Club weedbusters on a recent moth plant mission.

Working together
tect New Zealand




Tree lupin (Lupinus arboreus)

ourist books will tell you that 90% of New

Zealanders live within 30 minutes of the
coast. No one would argue that holidays at the
beach are still a national past-time.

Whether it is golden or black sand, estuarine
or rocky, New Zealand’s coastline is a precious
part of our national identity - and these areas
are under threat from weeds.

Many of these weeds were transplanted from
urban gardens to areas around holiday homes.
They needed to be hardy and easy care to
survive the windy, salty or dry conditions often
found in coastal areas. As a result, some of our
nastiest and toughest weeds are now ‘jumping
the fence’ to establish in natural areas around
these coastal settlements.

Weeds establishing in coastal areas can have a
variety of negative impacts.

In estuary and harbour areas, grasses like
spartina (Spartina sp.) and pampas (Cortaderia

he Coast Care concept arrived in New

Zealand in 1993, with the first groups being
formed at Whiritoa, on the east coast of the
Coromandel, and Port Waikato on the West
Coast of the North Island.

Since then, around 100 Coast Care groups
have popped up around the country, all of them
focussed on protecting beach and dune areas
from erosion by replanting with native species.

Most Coast Care groups undertake weed control
of some sort as part of their dune management
work. The large number of weedy plants
introduced into coastal gardens means that they
are never short of work!

Marram grass (originally planted for erosion
control), wattles (Acacia sp.), agapanthus
(Agapanthus praecox), Century plant (Agave
americana), boneseed (Chrysanthemoides
monilifera), yukkas, bushy asparagus
(Asparagus densiflora),and Phoenix palms
(Phoenix canariensis) are some of the weeds

causing most of the weedbusting work for Coast
Care group. Other other garden escapes such
as exotic ice plant (Carprobotis edulis) and
various daisies are also being tackled.

Coast Care volunteers include surfers, local
residents, students, visitors - in fact, anyone
who wants to help keep our coastline in a

condition we can be proud of.

selloana, C. jubata) can accumulate silt and
sand, changing the nesting habitats of some of
our most threatened native bird species.

Weeds such as Phoenix palm (Phoenix
canariensis) and century plant (Agave
americana) can invade sandy areas, sending
up sharp spines or spikes that can cause injury
to humans and animals.

Weedy trees such as Italian buckthorn
(Rhamnus alaternus) can crowd out
pohutukawas, and bulbs like agapanthus
(Agapanthus praecox) can cover large areas,
changing the way the coastline looks.

Chilean rhubarb (Gunnera tinctoria) coats
coastal cliffs in huge leaves, threatening the
survival of endangered native herb species.

Those with coastal properties need to think
very carefully about what they introduce into
these precious areas. It would be a tragedy for
weeds to ruin what we all value so much.

To find out more about Coast Care
projects in your area, contact your
regional council.




oth hubby and | wanted to see the
kauris at Waipoua Forest, so we packed
up the car and hit the road.

It was supposed to be a much needed break
away from weed work. | tried my best to
take my weed goggles off for our trip, | really
did, but it just wasn't a happening thing -
every corner we turned brought a new weed
species and a new area of infestation, each
bigger and healthier than | had ever seen in
the Waikato.

To borrow a phrase from Billy Connolly,
| was shocked, stunned and not a little
amazed.

By the time we got to Waipoua Forest, | was
experiencing weed overload; some way
back, hubby had refused to stop the car

for any more photos of weeds. We entered
the forest, home of the giant kauris, with a
sense of relief.

And what a forest it was! What a lovely,
weedfree place! With bush reaching down
to the roadsides, it was an absolute pleasure
to explore, and we took our times on the
short walks, enjoying every minute.

But eventually, we had to get moving, out of
lovely Waipoua and back amongst more (if
different) weeds.

| take my hat off to those battling weeds in
this part of New Zealand. They've been
active in getting the weedbusting message
out there, but it's certainly not an easy task.

Good luck, Northland Weedbusters, in your
efforts to get the community on your side
and active in the war against weeds!

their gully where convulvulus has completely

Waikato’s weedos have been busy
smothered large areas of native plantings.

spreading the message about weeds and
Weedbusters to Raglan and Newstead school
students. Wendy Mead, Environment Waikato's regional
Weedbusters coordinator, visited the junior
class to talk about weeds and help the kids
work out what could be done to get rid of this

weed. Watch this space!

Phil Mabin, weeds officer for Raglan, visited
the Raglan Area School twice, speaking to two
classes about weeds, why they are a problem,
and what can be done about .
them.

The kids then tackled weeds with
great enthusiasm in a reserve
next to the school. Long-term
planning is underway to carry out
further weedbusting and planting
of natives in this reserve with the
support of the Waikato District
Council.

In another part of the region,
Newstead School children have
identified a weed problem in

Wendy Mead and Newstead School students

The habitats they were busting weeds
in ranged from wetlands to bush
remnants, coastal areas to gullies,
alpine areas to tussock grasslands.

A stunning 67 nominations
were received for the
regional Weedbusters
Awards 2006.

Judging is now underway in the
regions, with winners announced and
presentations made over the next few
weeks.

Nominees ranged from cub groups to school
classes, Forest and Bird groups to Coast
Care gangs.

It's great to see so many volunteers

being nominated for the wonderful

weedbusting work they do. They are

out there making a real difference and

deserve a public pat on
the back!

They had been busy busting weeds on
Department of Conservation reserves,
city and district council land, and private
property.




They've been used to find both live people and
dead bodies, drugs and plant material in bags
and parcels, landmines and lost kids. They are
already used by the Department of Conservation
to track down animal pests - so why not weeds?

Researchers at Montana State University have
trained an Alsatian cross, called Knapweed

Nightmare, to hunt out the invasive knapweed,
a plant that has a multi-million dollar impact on

WWW. weedbusters nrg nz

Nightmare, as she is known, is trained to find
knapweed plants, stop and dig at the plant for
a few seconds, and then move off. The GPS
locator on her collar notes when she stops and
takes a reading, allowing mapping of weed
spread in a given area.

It adds a whole new dimension to ‘sniffer
technology'!
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