Protecting And Restoring Our Natural Heritage:

a school restoration project


Where is the land and who owns it?

Map/diagram or description of the land we are going to care for:

What are the local names and stories associated with the land?  How told the stories and named the names?
The present owner of the land is:

Contact Person for the owner is:

These restoration planning sheets are based on the manual produced by the Canterbury Conservancy of the Department of Conservation: Protecting and Restoring our Natural Heritage – a practical guide (2001).  For the full text see:

http://www.doc.govt.nz/Regional-Info/010~Canterbury/005~Publications/Protecting-and-Restoring-Our-Natural-Heritage/index.asp
Our site looks like this:


	Description
	Photographs

	Main Plants We Found
	Main Animals We Found


The project management team

	School
	Land Owners

	Community
	Mentors


What we value and want to protect

	Physical Features
	Special plants

	Special animals
	Other treasures


Our Vision:

This Year

In five years

In twenty years

Our Commitment

After long and detailed discussions we can now agree to commit ourselves to the continued care of

_________________________________________________

(our natural ecosystem restoration project).

We will continue to consult each other, reach agreement and work together.

We are committed to being guardians (kaitiaki) for this area.

We will continue to defend and enhance this area as long as we are able.

Signed:







Date:

_______________________________________   _____________

_______________________________________   _____________

_______________________________________   _____________

_______________________________________   _____________

_______________________________________   _____________

_______________________________________   _____________

_______________________________________   _____________

_______________________________________   _____________

_______________________________________   _____________

_______________________________________   _____________

Note: discuss and decide on the wording of your own commitment.

Threats to our project:

	Weeds
	Pests

	Natural disasters
	Human disturbance


Our Plan – Managing Threats:

	Weeds
	Pests

	Natural disasters
	Human disturbance


Our Plan – Enhancing the site

	Information Boards
	Paths

	Plants
	Animals


· The New Zealand Native Forest Restoration Trust have good information on managing the process of DIY restoration. See http://www.nznfrt.org.nz/restore.php 

· The Christchurch City Council has an excellent on-line Stream Planting Guide, http://www.ccc.govt.nz/parks/theenvironment/streamside.asp 

· The QEII National Trust produced a booklet, QE2 National Trust Revegetation Manual, Boyden Evans, 1983, which has lots of great background information about what works in revegetation and why.

· The National Waterways Project Newsletter 15 (http://nwp.rsnz.org/newsletters/Newsletter15.pdf) is full of useful links.

Check with your local and regional councils for restoration guides for your locality.

How we are going to pay for stuff:
	Stuff
	Details
	Costs
	Source of money

	Legal protection
	For Help Go to:  Department Of Conservation

QEII National Trust

Regional and Local Councils
	
	Nature Heritage Fund

QEII National Trust

Local businesses and service clubs

	Fencing
	For Help Go to:  QEII National Trust

Local hardware and agricultural businesses
	
	QEII National Trust

Local businesses and service clubs

	Shelter
	For Help Go to:  Department Of Conservation 

Regional Council

Local nurseries and hardware businesses
	
	Local businesses and service clubs 

	Controlling weeds
	For Help Go to:  Department Of Conservation 

Regional Council

Pest control businesses
	
	Department Of Conservation

Regional and Local Councils

	Controlling pests
	For Help Go to:  Department Of Conservation 

Regional Council 

Pest control businesses
	
	Department Of Conservation

Regional and Local Councils

	Purchasing plants
	For Help Go to:  Department Of Conservation

Regional Council

Local native plant nurseries
	
	Regional and Local Councils

Local businesses and service clubs

	Purchasing equipment
	For Help Go to:  

Department Of Conservation

Regional and Local Councils

Local businesses
	
	Regional and Local Councils

Local businesses and service clubs


The Sustainable Management Fund administered by the Ministry for the Environment is designed to support environmental restoration projects; see http://www.smf.govt.nz/ .

The Biodiversity Advice Fund and The Biodiversity Condition Fund - Email: biofunds@doc.govt.nz  provides support for maintaining natural biodiversity on private land.
NZERN - the New Zealand Ecological Restoration Network - http://www.bush.org.nz  have excellent information for groups undertaking natural heritage restoration work.

Publicity and Recording Progress:
How do we let people know what we are doing?

What could we do at the site to improve people’s understanding of the area?

How are we going to keep a record of the progress of the project over the years?
Evaluation

1 What is the restoration project?

2 Explain how you did your restoration project.
3 How does your restoration project help the environment?
4 What was the best thing about doing your restoration project?
5 What advice would you give to someone else who is doing a restoration project?

Make lists:


Native


Trees and shrubs


Herbs and grasses


Ferns and mosses


Introduced


Weeds


Deliberately planted





Use tracking tunnels � HYPERLINK "http://connovat.sites.totallydigital.co.nz/mainsite/Home.html" ��http://connovat.sites.totallydigital.co.nz/mainsite/Home.html�


Bird calls and sightings


Pitfall traps and light traps


Animal tracks and droppings





Prepare a weed management strategy.


‘Cover as you clear’ to avoid new weed invasions


Identify and remove sources of weed seeds


Monitor your progress





Prepare a pest management strategy.


Get Regional Council support and help


Monitor your progress





Tell people what you are doing and why you value this area.


Explain the ecological processes you have discovered and are enhancing.


Tell people how they can help and who to contact.





Paths protect sensitive areas





Remember the natural layers of vegetation.


Self seeded native plants grow better and in the ‘right’ places


Collect seed locally


Use plants grown from locally sourced seed





Create habitats and generally the animals will find them.


Create corridors to link natural areas for animals to move along.








