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The aim is to reduce the fertility and/or increase the mortality of
target weed species through the use of specialised parasites,
predators and pathogens. Biocontrol agents attack specific parts of
the weed from its roots through to its flowers and seeds, weakening

adult plants, shortening their lifespan, and preventing them from
reproducing.

control. Not all weeds will die, but biocontrol can
: drastically reduce the abundance of weeds or limit
{ “ the spread of seed, as much as 90% for ragwort.

Successful biocontrol agents have been found for
gorse, ragwort and hawkweeds, while investigations
Into biocontrol agents for Tradescantia, buddleia and :
other weed species continue. Research is funded by S8 &
a national collective of regional councils and the L e
Department of Conservation and carried out by
organisations such as Landcare Research.
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Ask your regional council which biocontrol
agents are available in your area.

e Encourage your school or community group to adopt a
biocontrol release.

*  Be mindful of biocontrol populations in your
area and be responsible with the use of pesticides.

o Collect and redistribute biocontrol agents from
established populations.

www.weedbusters.org.nz



